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Tips for Christian Speakers

What a great opportunity the Christian speaker
has to use his language to communicate the truths
of God's Word, but along with this privilege comes
a great responsibilitylA minister of the gospel does
not want his congregation to "tune out" because
they are bored or conFused or because they can't
follow what he is sa,ving. His purpose is not to en-
tertain. Since his message is important with eter-
nal consequences, he needs his iudience's respect
and credibility. He must be clear and fresh in his
approach. Not only must he be careful to use
proper grammar and appropriate diction, he must
be wary of getting into a rut and being lazy in his
speech. Too often pastors and Christian workers
settle into a pattern of clich6s, habitual jargon (fa-
miliar "Christian" language) and illogical sentence
structure. This pattern talies the form of Christian
gobbledygook, wordy expressions, redundancies,
stale jokes, phrases associated with worldly fig-
ures, rhetorical language, inappropriate figures of
speech, malapropisms and downright dishonest
ranguage.

Christian gobbledvgook is the comfortable lan-
guage ihat Christians often use r.vith one another
to sound pious or to communicate familiar senti-
ments. This "Christianese" is inappropriate for a
wide audience, if it is really appropriate at all.
High-sounding theological terms and elaborate ex-
pressions that are unexplained may very well in-
dicate that the speaker desires to impress his
hearers rather than truly to communicate. Why do
ministers ceremt-rnially repeat "May the Lord add
his blessing to the reading of His Word" after the
Scri.pture reading? Amore Scriptural remark might
be, "Blessed are they that hear the Word of God,
and keep it" (Luke 11:28). This kind of ritualistic
language often crops up in prayers. We may won-
der how many of these trite rhetorical phrases and
ciich6s spring from a sincere heart desiring to reach
God. How manv offertory prayers have you heard
with the phrase "Bless the gift and the giver"? Or
prayers that include such a general request as
"Bless the missionari.es at home or on the foreign
fields"? (Tl'rat blessing should cover just about ev-
eryone everywhere, but it is so vague that it has
littie meaning.) Hor'r' often have we heard "sick
and afflicted"? (Do we ever use the word at'flicted
today in any other context?) Other expressions pe-
culiar to prayers are "journeying mercies," "thank
you for what we are about to receive," "for this
day," "for our many blessings," "for His sake,"
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"measure of health," and the words Lord or Hcnt-
enly Father inserted between every phrase. Then
there are those rvho believe that rhyming helps
express their ideas: "prayer and care" and "near
and dear." Using these words doesn't make those
nearer or dearel nor does it reflect true prayer and
care. This is language in a rut. In order to avoid
these overworked phrases, speakers needto think
what they are praying: to "pray with the Spirit . . .

and with the understanding also" (1 Cor. 14:15).
Common wordy expressions should be

avoided. The phrase "This day in which we 1ive"
can be expressed by using one word: taday; " at this
point in time" can easily be translated into now.
Emphasis should be given by means other than
redundancies. To say "God, incarnate in the flesh"
is repetitious.

Humor can be an effective device in warming
up an audience and gaining initial rapport; how-
ever, the audience usually attends church to hear
something of worth rather than merely to be en-
tertained. Comedians and others whose main pur-
pose is to entertain need io keep the jokes coming,
but preachers need to remember thai they have a
different purpose. Yes, an icebreaker at the begin-
ning may be appropriate, but speakers must be
considerate of their audiences. They must be es-
pecially sensitive to such "captive" audiences as
school assemblies. One of the worst types of hu-
mor is the stale jokes we seem to heii repeated
endlessly. The first time we hear that insurance
company list of written explanations people sub-

cident claims, it is
really funny. By the
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with worldly figures. I am sure that using Jay Leno, for ex-
ample, as a role model does not enhance a pastor's cred-
ibility. Nor is Leno's type of humor appropriate. Using
phrases such as "I kid you not" or "The Devil made me do
it" should be avoided. A pastor does not want to trivialize
his serious message withlnappropriate associations.

The use of malapropisms, words that are commonly
confused u'ith similar words, is rather rare; however, some
do confuse calaary with cnvalry. More serious than this er-
ror is being dishonest with language. This involves more
than just telling untruths. Usually it involves careless lan-
guage. It is exaggerating and being dogmatic without war-
rant when expressing a point. It is not qualifying ideas that
should be qualified. Words such as all, ench and eaery may
be inappropriate; many or seaeral may be better. Instead of
dogmatic words such as always and only, words such as of
ten, frequently or usually should be used when appropriate.

If speakers will sincerely think about their purpose, ex-
press themselves appropriately and be sensitive to their au-
diences, they will communicate effectively, and their
audiences will respond in accepting their message for the
glory of God.

Dr. Jan Anderson is a Professor of English at
Clearwater Christian College in Clearwater,
Florida. During the summer months, she travels
to foreign countries using her teaching creden-
tials to open doors of ministry opportunity in
many nations where normal missionary activity
is not allowed.

O ge sure you have something
worthwhile to say.

@ Ae sure you have mastered what
you are going to say.

@ ge sure your audience can hear
what you say.

@ ge sure your audience can
understand what you say.

6 ge sure your audience listens
to what you say.

@ ge sure you say what you intend
to say.

@ ge sure you are never satisfied
with how you say it.

From the book 8e Sure/ (@ 1986) by lan Fl. K. Paisley.
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gettingoutthe Gorp"l
withbalance."

(( GFA exists to do exactly what its name proclaims-get out
the Gospel. GFA majors on getting out the
Gospel with balance:

. baiance between evangelism and discipleship

. balance between church
plant ing anJ leadership
training

o balance that builds
soulwinning zeal and strong Christian character

o balance that encourages the missionary without
interfering with his daily rninistry.

In a day when balance is rare, we need to get behind GFA
as they labor to get out the Gospel. ))
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