






















































































Who Runs The
Chlll‘ Ch (Part Two)

by Douglas McLachlan

28  FRONTLINE

Arguments for Singular
Leadership

The firstargument is Paul’s precise
characterization of the pastorate and the
diakonatein1 Timothy 3:1-13. In this
heavily doctrinal section of Scripture
which is the norm for New Testament

ecclesiology, Paul very
clearly visualizes the
churchashaving one
pastorand several
deacons. WhenPaul is
dealing with the
“office” of a pastor or
deacon, herefers to
the “office” in the
singular (vv.1,13).
But when Paul deals
with the people
occupying those
offices in the context
of the local church, he
refers to the pastor in
the singular (“A
bishop then must be
blameless” —v. 2) and
to the deacons in the
plural (“Likewise must the deacons be
grave” —v. 8).

Manfred Kober in his helpful booklet,
The Case for the Singularity of Pastors, is
right to say: “Were a plurality of bishops
and deacons in view, one would expect vs.
2 toread, ‘let bishops be blameless hus-
bands of one wife,” in parallel construction
with vs. 12, which reads, ‘Let the deacons
be the husbands of one wife.” Only forced
exegesis can make this passage teach a
plurality of bishops. Since the Holy Spirit
distinguishes between a plurality of
deacons and a singularity of bishops func-
tioning in the local church, it is natural to

see special significance in that and make
the same distinction.”

The second argument is the singular
addressees in the messages to the seven
churches of Asia (Rev. 2 and 3). Each
message from Christ in Revelation2 and
3isaddressed to the angels of each
church. There is little doubt that the
“angel” of each church is the “messen-
ger” or “pastor” of the church. And with
this view, such eminent interpreters of
God’s Word as Trench, Barnes, Seiss,
Vincent, A. T. Robertson, Walvoord and
others agree.

The unique aspect of this understand-
ing is that each church is portrayed as
havinga singular pastor. This is particu-
larly significant in connection with
Christ’s word to “the angel of the church
of Ephesus” (Rev. 2:1). In Acts 20 where
Paul encounters, exhorts and embraces
the leadership of the Ephesian church for
the last time, it is clearly the “elders” of
the church, in plural form, to whom he
ministers (Acts 20:17). But when Jesus
sends His message to the church of
EphesusinRevelation 2:1, it is addressed
to a single leader. It may be that the size
and multiplicity of ministries of some
churches will require a plurality of
leadership to meet needs; but, there will
always be one leader chosen by the
believer-priests under God who will give
direction to that body.

Third is the weakness of 1 Timothy
5:17 to demonstrate two kinds of elders
forevery church. Some have suggested
that this verse confirms the necessity of
two classes of elders: those who rule and
those who teach. Such a view would, of
course, mandate a plurality of elders for
every church. However, the evidence for
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