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Over and over in the Book of Acts we read that God’s people were filled with the
Spirit and then spake the Word of God with boldness. We read of divine magnetism

drawing multitudes to hear the Word of God. We read of people being saved daily. With
great blessing, at times came great persecution, but Acts 1:8 was being fulfilled.
Amazingly, much of this blessing occurred in pagan territory
where there was not a Christian background. How did this
take place?

Jesus, the Head of the church, sent His Spirit
as the Lord of the harvest, calling out a people for
His name. The early church experienced the
power of the Almighty because they were rightly
related to Jesus Christ and they were rightly
related to the Holy Spirit. The promise of the
Spirit and the promise of the harvest hold fast
today. We are still in the church age. We are still
in the age of the Spirit, which is the age of
power—Book of Acts level power!

Join us in the Empowered Witnesses
Conference as we seek the Lord to reveal our unbe-
lief, which has so enfeebled the modern church,
and look unto Jesus that He, through His Spirit,
might cultivate faith in our hearts. “But ye shall
receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is
come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses
unto me . . . unto the uttermost part of the
earth.” May the Spirit open our eyes to all that
He means by this promise. May we depend on it,
to know revival power to the ends of the earth!

February
25–28, 2002

Presented by 
Preach the Word Ministries, Inc.

Hosted by 
Falls Baptist Church,
Menomonee Falls, WI

for more information, call 

800-656-7896

But ye shall receive power . . .
unto the uttermost part of the earth.

(Acts 1:8)
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Thank you for putting
out a first-class maga-

zine. The magazine sub-
scription was a
Christmas present from
my fiance (now wife),
and it has turned out to
be quite a good gift,
which I enjoy reading
from cover to cover.  I’ll
pray that the Lord will
continue to bless.

David Pittman
Champaign, IL

We so appreciate your
magazine and the

helpful and timely arti-
cles. They have been a
great asset to my min-
istry. Please keep up the
good work.

Pastor Lloyd Penberthy
Hallstead, PA

We are looking at var-
ious types of items

to include in a Ministry
Resource Center that we
are planning to open in
November. It looks like
the time of the
September/October issue
might be a good time to
start.

Ted Graham
Parma, OH

I have recently joined a
Missionary Baptist

church and acquired the
November/December
1998 issue of Frontline
magazine. I read your
editorial [Behind the
Lines]. . . . I am sorry to
say that I was truly
deeply offended by it.
. . . As I read the Word

of God, it does appear to
imply that the pope is the
antichrist, but it does not
say specifically that. . . . It
appears to me that there
is lots of room for the
antichrist himself to

repent and turn to God.
. . . It appears to me that
you need to repent.

Barbara D. Schultz
Burlington, Ontario

CANADA

Thank you for the excel-
lent work and articles

FBFI publishes in
Frontline.

David Trepanier
Rochester Hills, MI

Iwent to the FBFI 
web site today, wanting

to read some articles 
or sermons on
Fundamentalism, but 
really couldn’t find any. . . .
I recommend that the 
FBF web site post some
clearly labeled articles or
sermons explaining what
a Christian Fundamentalist
really is. . . . After all, this
web site has the word
“fundamental” as part of
its address, but where are
the articles describing the
meaning of the term?

Pastor John Leonard
Yuma, AZ

Thanks so much for the
fine work that you are

doing. May God bless
you as you continue to
try to present education-
al, thought-provoking,
edifying articles to fun-
damental Baptists
around the world.

Dr. John Brock
Watertown, WI

We look forward to
receiving each issue

of the magazine and
appreciate all the work
that you do.

Beverly Dowdy
Olathe, KS

We really enjoy
Frontline magazine.

Mr. & Mrs. E. W.
Ellenwood

Rochester, IN

We greatly appreciate
this excellent maga-

zine and hope that you
can continue to publish
it.

Mark E. Batory
Greenville, SC
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A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Behind the Lines

s the Lord Jesus Christ who He
claims to be or is He an imposter?
Does He have the crown rights to
the royal throne? Let’s examine
the chronicles of time to see what
has been recorded concerning
Him.

The history of the world records
mighty empires that have risen and
vanished, leaving nothing but ruins.
Kings, emperors, and rulers have
appeared, wise yet wicked, dynam-
ic yet destructive, and have passed
from the earthly scene, leaving for
the future nothing except a tar-
nished name. There is a King who
has come, who is the perfection of
all true kingly virtues. A few kings
of the earth have been righteous,
noble and kind, but the Word of
God speaks of One who outshines
them all. The earthly reign of kings
is short and controlled by circum-
stances. The reign of God’s King is
universal and eternal.

The kingship of the Lord Jesus
Christ is clearly seen in the study of
Christology of the Bible. His kingship
is attested to by prophets and apos-
tles. Many modernists and skeptics
deny the direct prophecies of Christ
as King; however, those who love and
obey Him have no difficulty accept-
ing Him as the earth‘s sovereign King
who has the royal rights to rule in
righteousness.

The essence of Messianic belief
was the coming of a personal
Deliverer who would unite in
Himself the Old Testament office of
Prophet, Priest, and King. In all three
offices, Christ is manifested to perfec-
tion, and all spring from His person
and His work. He is the Prophet who
reveals, the Priest who offers and
intercedes, and the King who rules. In
His person all three offices are 

co-mingled. He rules by His sacrifice
and His teaching. He reveals by His
kingship and life.

Abraham was singled out as the
father of the race from which the
divine King should come (Gen. 12:1-
3). His dominion was prophesied by
Jacob, that the scepter should not
depart until Shiloh come (Gen. 49:8-
10). To the prophet the Babe to be
born of a virgin was to be the Prince
of Peace, the King who would reign
in righteousness, whose kingdom
would be forever (Isa. 9:6-9; 11:1-10;
2:1-4). Micah foretold the coming of
Jesus out of Bethlehem with strength
and majesty. He would not only be a
present Savior from sin, but the King
of Israel whose going forth had been
from eternity past (Mic. 5:2-4).

The Old Testament provides us
with a prophetic portrait of the king-
ship of Christ. The New Testament
presents us with His personal histo-
ry as the King. The outline in Old
Testament prophecy is complete in
New Testament history. His king-
ship is woven into the texture of the
New Testament. Matthew names
Christ as King some 14 times; Mark,
six times; Luke, five times; John, 14
times. Confirming Old Testament
Scriptures referring to Christ ‘s com-
ing as King and His kingdom as
everlasting, Gabriel announced to
Mary that of her Son’s
reign “there should be
no end” (Luke 1:26-33).

Christ was born a
King. His kingship was
recognized by the wise
men who in their offer-
ings represented the
firstfruits of the Gentile
world. The Lord Jesus
Christ was born King,
seeing He was King

before His birth at Bethlehem. He
came as “The King Eternal” (1 Tim.
1:17). He died as “The King of the
Jews” (John 19:3, 12, 21). Pilate
asked, “Art thou a king then?” Jesus
did not say, “No,” but “Thou sayest
I am a king. To this end was I born”
(John 18:37). He died in agony
amidst the taunts of the godless
crowd who failed to see in this
blood-spattered man “The King!”

In His resurrection, Christ claims
His kingship. He overcame Satan and
death, hell and the grave, and He is
alive forevermore, sitting on the right
hand of the Majesty on High. The pre-
dominant aspects of Christ in the
book of Revelation is that of His king-
ship. He is supreme in every realm
and reigns without a rival. He is pro-
claimed as the King of Kings and the
Lord of Lords.

He has never abdicated the throne;
He has never relinquished His royal
rights! He has every right today to
claim the absolute kingship over His
subjects. Our loyalty is to Christ the
King first of all. Every other loyalty is
secondary, and if there is any con-
flict between loyalty to Christ and
loyalty to any earthly king or edict,
we are to ignore that human loyalty
and give our loyalty fully, unre-
servedly, and absolutely to Jesus
Christ. He has every claim and right

to be the sole Head and
King of our life, our
home, and the church.
Where is He that is King
of the Jews in our lives
today? Is He king or has
some enemy usurped
His authority and His
rightful place on the
throne of our heart?

I

DR. ROD BELL

King of Kings and Lord of Lords
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Pieces of a jigsaw puzzle make little sense
by themselves. Each by itself is unfin-
ished, incomplete. Each raises questions

that can be answered only as it is fitted into its
proper connection to the other pieces. As you
begin interlocking the many individual frag-
ments, the picture gradually becomes clearer.

Because God is God and we are finite, some
pieces to the puzzle He has purposely with-
held, retaining their secrets in His hand. But
He has granted enough of the puzzle for us to
form very definite and clear ideas about the
nature and working of His providence. You
can see many different parts to this puzzle
pieced together in the events and lives record-
ed in the Bible. But God saved the crowning
works of His providence for the incarnation
and ministry of His beloved Son.

Layton Talbert

Frontline • November/December 2001

The following is an excerpt from a newly published
book, Not by Chance: Learning to Trust a
Sovereign God (Greenville, S.C.: BJU Press, 2001).
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God providentially “set the stage” for the entrance of
His Son into the world. Nothing was overlooked, no
expense was spared. But the preparation for this grand
drama was not the work of a few weeks or months or
years. God’s preparation for the “fulness of time” (Gal.
4:4) was literally centuries (and in the broader sense, mil-
lennia) in the making. This divine casting and staging
encompassed social, political, religious, and even philo-
sophical elements; it ranged from individual to interna-
tional preparations; and it included both broadly circum-
stantial and intimately personal issues. Some of these
details are explicitly outlined in Scripture. Others are dis-
covered only as we look at the textbook of history.

What Does History Reveal?

History is the illustrated encyclopedia of God’s provi-
dence. Upon its pages the observant eye can trace the out-
line of the invisible hand of God. “To the
believer the ‘amazing coincidences’ of
history are but manifestations of God’s
intervention for His omniscient, benevo-
lent purposes.”1

Providence in Politics
The groundwork for the dominance

of a single, amalgamating political
influence had been laid with each suc-
cessive world empire over the centuries:
Assyrian, Babylonian, Medo-Persian,
Greek, and Roman. By and large, each
empire extended the borders of the pre-
vious one and expanded the number of
provinces and peoples brought under
its influence. The unprecedented size of
the Roman Empire was, therefore, centuries in the mak-
ing, and God clearly had an eye to this end throughout the
millennium preceding the birth of Christ. Rome at peace
(Pax Romana, the period during which Christ was born)
provided ideal circumstances for the spread of the mes-
sage of God’s coming into the world. 

Providence in Commerce
In order to transport troops and transfer information

more efficiently, the Roman Empire devised an unprece-
dented system of communication and transportation. That
is the human side. The divine side is that God (through the
free choices of men ignorant of Him and His purposes)
directed the building of this system in order to facilitate the
movement of His armies and ambassadors for the commu-
nication of His message.2 The Romans constructed a bril-
liantly engineered network of roads, some of which sur-
vive to this day, which made accessible the farthest reach-
es of the known and conquered world. The Romans also
put into place an efficient postal system, which eventually
expedited the spread of God’s correspondence to man
through the revelation of the New Testament.

Providence in Language
A single universal language throughout the empire was

the enduring legacy of Alexander the Great’s conquest

three centuries before the birth of Christ. The introduction
and establishment of Greek as the common language
throughout the known world likewise enormously facili-
tated the widespread and rapid communication of the
gospel. But providence also made use of that linguistic
unity in another respect.

God’s Old Testament revelation was given in
Hebrew—a language essentially limited to one impor-
tant but very small nation. With the introduction and
establishment of Greek as the lingua franca came anoth-
er vital preparatory work on the part of God—the trans-
lation of God’s Hebrew Old Testament revelation into a
universally accessible language: Greek. This translation
(called the Septuagint), produced over a period of
about a century (250–150 B.C.), introduced the self-reve-
lation of God to the world at large. It became the Bible
of Christ and the apostles, the Bible of the writers of the

New Testament, and the Old
Testament of the early church.

Why was this significant? “The
Septuagint had, in the providence of
God, a great and honorable part to
play in preparing the world for the
Gospel.”3 It is not too much to say
that “Greek Judaism, with the
Septuagint, ploughed the furrows for
the gospel seed in the Western
world.”4 Because of its ubiquitous
presence throughout the known
world, the Septuagint “paved the
way for later Christian missions” as
“the Christian missionaries were able
to discover a ready point of contact
wherever there had already spread a

knowledge of the Old Testament.”5

What Does the Bible Say?

We’ve taken a brief survey of what the history books
have to say about God’s providence in preparing the
world for His Son. Let’s now turn our attention to evi-
dences more directly mentioned in the Scriptural accounts
of the Incarnation. Notice the implications of providence
at work in the narration of the crucial events leading up to
the birth of Messiah.

The Timing of Zacharias’s Lot (Luke 1:9)
The burning of the incense was an unusual honor that few

priests enjoyed since their duties were assigned by lot. In
fact, “the offering of incense was considered the highest duty
and could be exercised only once in a lifetime.”6 Zacharias
might have been selected by lot early in his life and never
again have had opportunity to perform for that ministry. But
by the choice of Providence, “for the first, and for the last
time in life the lot had marked him for incensing” at this par-
ticular time.7 As we learn from the study of Esther, God prov-
identially governs the “chances” of lots and their timing. The
timing and location of the angelic announcement to
Zacharias at the temple guaranteed a public announcement
and widespread anticipation of the coming of Messiah’s
forerunner and, hence, of the coming of Messiah.

“History is the
illustrated 

encyclopedia 
of God’s 

providence.”
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The Conception and Birth of John (Luke 1:5–7, 24–25, 57–66)
How long before the angel’s temple appearance to

Zacharias do you suppose this godly old couple had
given up praying for a child? Not only had Elisabeth been
barren all her life, but also “they both were now well
stricken in years” (Luke 1:7). They obviously had long
since ceased praying for a child. Did their prayers fail or,
more importantly, had God failed to answer their prayer?
Absolutely not. The answer, however, did not come in the
timing they had hoped or in the way they had anticipat-
ed, but far beyond all their expectation. It is a happy
“coincidence” that Zacharias means “the LORD remem-
bers.” Even his name was providentially appropriate.
Zacharias may have forgotten the
prayers he had offered in his early man-
hood, but God did not.

The Conception of Jesus (Matt. 1:18–25;
Luke 1:26–38)

The timing of this event was crucial.
It came after the betrothal so that it
would not disqualify her for betrothal,
but before the marriage so that the Child
was clearly not Joseph’s (Matt. 1:18). Has
it ever occurred to you that God could
have forewarned Joseph (by angel or
dream), just as He had informed Mary
ahead of time, that the birth of this child
was coming? Instead, God permitted
Joseph to discover Mary’s pregnancy on
his own before explaining it to him.
Think of the pain to Joseph, who had no reasonable alter-
native but to suspect a devastating immoral betrayal. But
think also of the pain to poor, pure Mary, who was natu-
rally suspected, by the very one whom she would never
betray, of having done something she would never do.

Why did God do it this way? Why could He not have
told Mary and Joseph ahead of time? This arrangement
was essential in order to providentially preserve the valid-
ity of the event and the unclouded identity of the Child.
The announcement to Mary was obviously necessary to
prepare her for what was about to happen to her, and why
and how. At the same time, it was essential for Joseph to
have no previous knowledge of Mary’s pregnancy what-
soever. Imagine the suspicion that would have been easily
aroused if both Mary and Joseph had prior knowledge of
this. (“So, you both had a dream that God was sending this
child? Right. How convenient.”) Moreover, it was neces-
sary for Joseph to decide to keep the matter quiet rather
than drawing the attention of a public accusation and
shame beyond all repair of the event’s credibility.

The Ordering of the Census (Luke 2:1–6)
God used a pagan emperor’s issuing of a census that

inconvenienced a massive population in order to bring
one special couple to a birthplace prophesied seven cen-
turies earlier (Micah 5:2). Why did God not simply direct
Joseph to take Mary down to Bethlehem for the birth,
along with all the other revelation and direction He gave
through dreams and angels? Why did God instead employ

the free act of Caesar Augustus’s census to relocate them? 
The census decree magnifies God’s providence in

human affairs and decisions. Dreams and angelic appear-
ances can be fabricated. Again, think of the suspicions that
would naturally arise were Joseph to have claimed that
God told him to go to Bethlehem for the birth of this child
that was supposed to be the prophesied Messiah.
(“Another dream, eh? To go to Bethlehem? My, my, wasn’t
that a coincidence.”) The key events of the Incarnation
were supernaturally revealed and guided, but the
Scripture-fulfilling details of its outworking were left to
divine providence working mysteriously through the free
acts of men, in order to preserve the integrity of the event.

That way, no one could accuse Joseph of
fabricating a “messiah” by simply mov-
ing to Bethlehem for the birth and alleg-
ing its fulfillment of Micah 5:2. The prov-
idential means employed to accomplish
these events transcended human con-
trivance. “A mere Galilean peasant trav-
els to Bethlehem ostensibly at the decree
of the Roman emperor. Actually, it is in
fulfillment of the divine King’s plan.”8

The Birth of Jesus (Luke 2:6–7)
God’s providences come in all shapes

and sizes. Sometimes they take the form
of God’s extra touches—exquisite but
ultimately “unnecessary” brushstrokes
to the overall canvas that give pleasure
to the sovereign Artisan and evoke in the

careful observer a deepened admiration for His skill.
Because there was no room in the inn, Mary was com-
pelled to lay the Bread of Life in a feeding trough in a
town named “House of Bread” (Bethlehem).

The Shepherds (Luke 2:8–20)
The divinely ordained presence of shepherds at the birth

of the Lamb of God (John 1:29) who would Himself become
God’s Good Shepherd (John 10) over His people Israel
(Ezek. 34:22–25; 37:24; Isa. 40:11) is not without significance.
Indeed, these “shepherds watched the flocks destined for
sacrificial services” in the temple nearby9—the very sacri-
fices that Christ came to fulfill. They became the first evan-
gelists to spread abroad the good news relayed to them
about the birth and identity of the long–awaited Messiah.

Simeon and Anna (Luke 2:25–38)
Often the presence of providence is wrapped in the

subtlest details of the sacred text. God promised Simeon
that he would see the promised Messiah before he died
and then providentially led him “by the Spirit” into the
temple at the very moment of the Child’s dedication.
Likewise, the subtly described arrival of godly Anna,
“coming in that instant,” was also providentially timed.

The Magi (Matt. 2:1–12)
Elements of providence connected with the Magi

include a number of factors: the providential preservation
of the knowledge of God’s prophecy in their distant

“Because there
was no room 
in the inn, 

Mary was com-
pelled to lay the

Bread of Life in a
feeding trough 

in a town named
‘House of Bread’
(Bethlehem).”



Gentile society; the appearance of the star at the appropri-
ate place and time to bring the Magi to the Christ-child;
the fact that the star did not lead them directly to
Bethlehem but allowed them to go first to Jerusalem,
which resulted in a public announcement of the event and
the citation of the prophecy of Micah in the court of
Herod; the dream warning them not to return to Herod so
as to gain time and protection for the Child.

Herod’s Massacre of the Infants (Matt. 2:13–23)
Sometimes what does not happen is as providentially

significant as what does happen. Since Herod was so bent
on destroying the Child, why did he not send spies after
the Magi to report His location, rather than trusting the
Magi to return? Providence. Not only did the sad and
gruesome massacre of the infants in Bethlehem fulfill
prophecy, but it also led to the holy family’s flight into
and return from Egypt in providential fulfillment of
another prophecy. And note the eloquent statement of
providential control over the wrath of man: Herod put to
death all the male children (Matt. 2:16), but when Herod
was dead, an angel of the Lord instructed Joseph to return,
“for they are dead that sought the young child’s life”
(Matt. 2:19–20).

Drawing Conclusions

What ramifications does God’s providential rule over
nations and empires have for modern national and inter-
national circumstances? If God superintended all the
affairs of politics and commerce, culture and philosophy in
preparation for His Son’s first coming into the world, we
can be sure He is overseeing the preparation for His Son’s
second coming into the world. What personal lessons and
applications can you draw from such examples of God’s
providence over the broadest aspects of “secular” society?

Embedded in the incarnation narrative is an astounding
assertion. Luke 1:37 is immortalized in the words: “For
with God nothing shall be impossible.” But the verse more
literally reads, “For with God every saying is not impossi-
ble”—or as we would say, “with God no saying is impossi-
ble.” Luke 1:37, then, is not so much a general assertion of
God’s omnipotence (that He can do anything). It is more

specific than that. It is an assurance that He is fully able to
and intent on performing every “saying”—every prophecy
and promise He has ever uttered. If God has said it, He can
and will do it—no matter how improbable it may seem or
how impossible it may sound. Remember the context—the
biological impossibility of the virgin birth! This angelic tes-
timony to God's trustworthiness is timeless because God's
character is unchanging. The assurance of Luke 1:37 is just
as applicable today to His "sayings" to you in the Bible.

Dr. Layton Talbert is a Frontline Contributing Editor and a member of the
faculty at Bob Jones Memorial Seminary in Greenville, South Carolina.
_____________________________
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the coming of Christ involved natural circumstances through
which God was working out His omnipotent will” (Panosian,
pp. 14–15).

3 F. F. Bruce, The Books and the Parchments (Old Tappan, N.J.:
Fleming H. Revell, 1963), p. 162.

4 Adolf Deissmann, New Light on the New Testament (Edinburgh:
T & T Clark, 1908), p. 95.

5 Alfred Rahlfs, “History of the Septuagint Text” in Septuaginta
(Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft Stuttgart, 1979), LVII.

6 J. W. Shephard, The Christ of the Gospels (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1946), p. i.

7 Alfred Edersheim, The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah (Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1971), p. 137.

8 Walter L. Liefeld, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary vol. 8 (Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 1984), p. 843.

9 Edersheim, p. 187.
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Isat listening intently as a middle-aged widow, the moth-
er of four, taught us Bible stories in her broken English.

She made the Bible come to life for my impressionable
young mind as she pulled figures of Moses, Daniel, Ruth,

John the Baptist, and the Christ-child out from the pages
of her Bible and placed them on the flannel board.

Her ministry in the basement of the little red brick
church was invaluable to me. It was more than

just a flannel-graph lesson that I was able to
observe; it was the life of a godly woman

earnestly serving the Lord through less-
than-ideal circumstances. Raising
preschool- and primary-aged daugh-

ters along with two sons in their early
teens was not any easy life, but I never

remember having a substitute teacher in the
“Sunbeam Club” as she called it—she was

always there. Week after week she would sing
choruses with us, help us memorize verses, and tell

us about Christ. She molded our hearts while others
offered uninterrupted prayer in the auditorium above us
at the midweek prayer service.

As I grew older her impact on my life began to take a
different form. Her English hadn’t changed much, and she
was still working in the children’s ministries, but I now
watched her life as a mother of preacher boys in Bible col-
lege. Her faith in the provisions of God for her family
became as visible to me as those flannelgraph stories she
used to pull from her Bible. Year after year until all of
them graduated, her children enrolled in an institution

Volker Stoeckmann
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that was preparing them to live and serve the Lord. In her
example of trusting God, I have had what I like to think
of as my own widow of Zarephath. Oh, I’m sure in those
years of Wednesday evening “Sunbeam Club” she taught
me of Zarephath’s widow, but once again it was now
more than just a lesson—it was her life that was “bringing
the lesson home.” I was soon to head off to Bible college
myself, and I had no reason to question that God would
provide for my needs after what I had watched this
widow go through. 

It was during my own years in Bible college and for
nearly a decade and a half since my graduation that this
modern-day widow of Zarephath was and continues to
be a source of tremendous blessing during the Christmas
season. Every year my family (along with dozens of other
individuals and families) receives a foil-wrapped coffee
can filled with a delicious assortment of homemade cook-
ies. These gifts have made their way into the homes of
church and school staff, large families where needs might
be more pressing, single mothers whose time constraints
might keep them from baking, and also the often over-
looked population of our land—those in nursing homes.

The labor of love I have watched over these many
years is unfathomable for our fast-paced, selfish society.
Today I sit astounded as I contemplate the details I’ve
learned from a friend concerning this widow’s baking
marathon. She begins long before the Thanksgiving holi-
day as she kneads, rolls, and cuts hundreds of cookies.
Some years the process starts as early as late September
with the actual baking efforts (not to mention the months

prior to this when her purchasing begins). Her work
doesn’t take place in a spacious kitchen with long coun-
ters, a center island, and fast-baking ovens. I’ve been in
her home and remember it well—it’s a bungalow built
back in the late ’30s when the kitchens were barely large
enough to turn around in. But what’s more meaningful to
me is how much she represents the widow of Zarephath’s
faith. She’s now on a senior’s fixed income, and yet the
cookie mill hasn’t stopped. It’s as if the barrel of meal in
her kitchen “wastes not” and the cruse of oil on her count-
er “never fails.” Each Christmas season she uses over 100
lbs. of flour, 50 lbs. each of butter and sugar, 5 lbs. of bak-
ing chocolate, 25–30 bags of chocolate chips, 25 lbs. of
nuts, 4 lbs. of honey, and 6 lbs. of shortening to bake those
delicious morsels we all enjoy. 

Now two of my own children are of the age that I was
when she was my teacher. I caught myself wishing they
could have her as a teacher . . . and then stopped to realize
that they do. Although she’s not teaching them with Bible
stories and flannelgraphs, she is teaching them with each
foil-wrapped coffee can that makes its way to our home.
The lessons about faith, sacrifice, and service are taught
with every cookie they sample. Learning also that God
takes the simple things of this world (like a widow and her
coffee cans full of cookies) to confound the mighty. Do you
think my widow of Zarephath realizes how far-reaching
her “come to life” Bible lessons have been? 

Volker Stoeckmann is pastor of Airport Road Baptist Church in
Allentown, Pennsylvania.
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Shortly after we reached the cabin, clouds rolled
in, just as the Weather Channel had predicted,
and wet snow begun to parachute to the earth

below, causing havoc with the roads and power lines.
When Tami’s parents had given us the weekend stay
at the cabin as an anniversary present, I had wanted
to cash in the gift sometime in the spring after our
annual missions conference. But Tami and the kids
had other plans.  

“We’ll have Christmas there—just the four of us.”
Tami’s eyes had danced like a little girl’s. “Oh, Mark,
it’ll be so much fun. We’ll unplug the phone and

watch White Christmas on the VCR. Won’t it be nice
just to cuddle in front of the fire?”

Thanks to the lake-effect snow, it was obvious we
would be spending more than a weekend here. And
by most standards, we were in the wilderness. How
long would it be before the snow plows ventured to
dig us out?

“I hope they never come!” Mandie, my seven-year-
old daughter, piped up. She and I peered out the
window at the fairy-tale world that was looking more
menacing by the moment. “Then we can stay here
forever,” added Brady, my ten-year-old son, “and
make snowmen with Daddy.”

After the power went out, we huddled around the
wood-burning stove and ate steaming hotdogs

and beans, our faces illumined by kerosene
lanterns. Enthralled by the novelty of our

predicament and not forgetting that it was
Christmas Eve, Brady and Mandie fell into
a camping mood and insisted that we
roast marshmallows over the glowing
coals. Tami and I had just kissed the kids
goodnight and tucked them into their
beds in the immense cedar loft when we
heard the ear-splitting crash that would
alter our Christmas getaway.

“I think it came from the road.” Tami
pulled on her housecoat, as if that would be

sufficient cover to brave the cold.
“No, you just stay here. Maybe the wind

knocked a tree over. I’ll check it out.”
Leaving the porch, I sank thigh-deep in snow,
my legs straining for every foot. Gripping a

flashlight in one gloved hand, I came across
a small would-be Christmas tree buried up
to its topmost branches and worked my
way around it. I tried to figure out where I
was, but every familiar landmark had
vanished. The driveway had disappeared
long ago, obscured by the drifts that shift-

ed and rolled at the whim of the wind. The
trees appeared to be fine, but I feared a car
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may have crashed into one of them, though it seemed
unlikely that a motorist would be out in these condi-
tions. Then again, a lot of city slickers like us went to
cabins during the wintertime.

I almost didn’t see the car. It lay half-buried in a
snowdrift, its headlights creating two bright glows
only inches beneath the snow—like a UFO about to
rise eerily from the deep. Where the front passenger
side of the car should have been stood a tree, the
crushed body hugging it in an expensive embrace. I
didn’t see any little green men, just two little boys in
the backseat, their frightened eyes staring back at me.
Then I noticed the glow of a flashlight off to my right
and watched a man emerge from the drifts. He wore
a thick ski suit, black gloves, and a Cubs baseball cap
pulled down almost to his nose.

The man grimly surveyed at the damage. “Hit a
deer. Tried to miss it but hit the deer and a tree too.” 

“Our cabin is back there a ways.” I pointed vague-
ly toward the trees, assured of my bearings now that
I had found the road. “You can call a tow truck. While
you’re waiting, we could fix up some hot cocoa. How
does that sound?”

“Name’s Matt Tyler.” Matt shook my hand. “I
guess we have no other choice.” In spite of the snow-
drift, he managed to open one of the rear doors, and
the boys tumbled out. “These are my two sons,
Tommy and Teddy.”

Wearing only light jackets, the boys looked posi-
tively numb. No wonder they were shivering. I ges-
tured toward the woods. “Follow me.” Moments later,
I realized the snow was too deep for the boys. Matt
hoisted one on his back, and I followed suit with the
other. Relief washed over me at the sight of the cabin
lights. 

Desperate for warmth, we scrambled onto the
porch and into the great room. Within minutes we
were thawing around the wood-burning stove and
silently sipping hot cocoa. Only then did I remember
that the telephone, like everything else, was dead.
There would be no tow truck tonight. In fact, Matt
and his boys would certainly be spending Christmas
with us—maybe even a few days after that.

Matt awkwardly thanked us for taking them in. I
told him that it was no trouble, that we had plenty of
food and wood and were happy to offer a warm, safe
place for them to stay. But the whole time I was think-
ing to myself, I came up here to be alone with my family,
Lord. Couldn’t we just celebrate Christmas in peace?

We learned that Matt, a divorced Ford factory
worker from Chicago, was an aspiring classical gui-
tarist who had had visions of cutting a record some-
day. “But some dreams never come true,” he said
gloomily. “When I married Cindy, I never dreamed
we’d be separated eight years later. It was true love,
know what I mean?” He shrugged and mussed
Tommy’s hair. “Now, I guess we just live one day to
the next. Right boys?”

The tow-headed brothers nodded and tentatively
sipped the marshmallows out of their steaming mugs.

“I guess God just doesn’t like us very much,” Matt
continued. “You’d think He’d give us a break once in
a while. Know what I mean?”

Unable to stay silent, I told Matt about God’ s grace
through Jesus Christ, but I felt too tired to preach. I
just let the words run out of me like salt out of a salt-
shaker until I realized I had been talking too long.
Matt had grown silent, his head bowed. The room
was so quiet; only the wood crackled.

Matt abruptly stood up and grabbed his coat. “You
got a gun?” he asked me. “I guess I better make sure
that deer is put out of its misery. Wouldn’t want it to
be suffering out there in the cold.”

I stood up, amazed at how expertly Matt had shift-
ed our focus. “Yeah, I’ll get it.”

Back in the blowing snow, we discovered that our
previous path had already disappeared. But Matt
seemed to know the way, so I let him blaze the trail
and did my best to keep up. Not ten feet from the car,
we found the doe half buried in a snowdrift, her torso
and spindly front legs exposed to the cold. Matt
shined his flashlight in her face. Her gentle eyes, as
shiny as brown marbles, studied us with mild inter-
est, but I sensed no distress. We exchanged puzzled
looks. Her neck didn’t seem to be broken, but her
lower half lay concealed beneath the snow.

Matt whistled. “Must be her back. I’m surprised
she’s still alive.” He asked for the gun, which I gladly
handed over, having never killed an animal in my life.

When Matt cocked the rifle, I saw something I will
never forget. The doe began thrashing in the snow.
Spindly legs working, she struggled shakily to her
feet like a newborn colt. There wasn’t a wound to be
seen. Her brown eyes swept over us one last time
before she leaped over a drift, her bouncing white tail
cutting a path through the dark.

Mesmerized, we stared after the doe’s flight, both
searching for the hidden meaning. “Whoa! I know I
hit her,” Matt cried breathlessly. “You don’t see some-
thing like that every day.”

As we started back to the cabin, I was struck by the
relevance of Matt’ s words. It isn’t every day we see
God working so obviously in our lives, but He had
meticulously arranged my appointment with Matt
down to the smallest detail. He had sent the deer to
cause the accident, the snow to down the phone and
power lines, and our cabin to provide the rendezvous.
Surely we’d be snowed in for several days. Poor Matt,
I thought. He might as well just surrender now.

When we reached the cabin, Matt held the door
open for me. “In a minute,” I said. Standing in the
blowing snow, only hours from Christmas, I lingered
in the comforting assurance of God’s control. Long
ago a Bethlehem innkeeper had granted a weary cou-
ple a place to stay for the night. So many in this life
are stranded with no place to stay. In many ways, we
are all innkeepers.

Adam Blumer works in the publications department at Northland
Baptist Bible College in Dunbar, Wisconsin.



One of the most astounding examples of a ful-
fillment of Biblical prophecy is the return of
Ethiopia’s Falasha Jews to Israel in the late

20th century. More than 2,500 years ago the prophet
Zephaniah, referring to the return of the Jews to the
Holy Land, wrote: “From beyond the rivers of
Ethiopia my suppliants, even the daughter of my
dispersed, shall bring mine offering” (Zeph. 3:10).
The fulfillment of this prediction is a spectacular
example of God’s faithfulness as well as of the reli-
ability of Old Testament prophecy.

If you head down the Nile River from its delta in
northern Egypt, one of its tributaries will lead you
to Lake Tana in northern Ethiopia. Near this large
lake is the city of Gondar. The region around
Gondar is inhabited by a unique tribe of black Jews
who call themselves Beth Israel, meaning “House of
Israel”; Ethiopian Gentiles call them Falasha, mean-
ing “immigrants” or “strangers.” In the words of
the New York Times, “they are part of one of the old-
est of Jewish groups and have an unusual history.”1

Numbering around 30,000 individuals, the Falashas
were completely unknown to the outside world—
Jewish or Gentile—until the late 19th century.
Living “beyond the rivers of Ethiopia,” these
African Jews have been faithfully keeping the Law
of Moses for untold centuries. Despite the fact that
the outside world never even knew about them
until comparatively recently, Zephaniah was aware
of them and foresaw that they would one day return
to Israel.

Beginning around 1960, a small number of these
Ethiopian Jews started immigrating to Israel, total-
ing about 8,000 by 1984. In that year, the floodgates
opened, and Falashas began pouring into the Holy
Land. The rush was sparked by the horrendous
famine that struck Ethiopia during its nightmare
years under Communist rule. From January to
November 1984, 2,000 Falashas were flown out of
Ethiopia either in Israeli aircraft or in foreign air-
craft with Israeli pilots. Named “Operation Moses”

(it should have been called “Operation
Zephaniah”!), the project continued at such a pace
that by early December 1984, 3,000 more Falashas
were airlifted from the country.2

Falasha Jews have also been airlifted from Sudan,
the nation straddling the Nile River just to the west
of Ethiopia. During the famine that ravaged their
nation, hundreds of thousands of Ethiopians fled to
Sudan in the early 1980s. Mingled among them
were thousands of Falashas. Israeli aircraft, as part
of Operation Moses, secretly flew into the part of
Sudan where the refugees were being housed and
rescued between 3,000 and 7,000 of them before the
Sudanese government got wind of it.3

Sudan, being an Arab nation, became intensely
hostile to the idea of Israeli aircraft in or over its ter-
ritory, so it promptly banned all further rescue
activity. However, after an international outcry led
by the United States, Sudanese President Gaafar
Nimeiri decided to allow non-Israeli airplanes to
land and collect the Falasha refugees, thus keeping
Israel out of the process.4 Under the new policy, the
Falashas continued to leave Sudan, eventually find-
ing their way to Israel. Zephaniah had correctly
foretold the future—from beyond the rivers of
Ethiopia, the Jews had come home.

Stephen Caesar holds his master’s thesis in
anthropology/archaeology from Harvard University. He is the
author of the e-book The Bible Encounters Modern Science,
available at www.1stbooks.com.

____________________________

1 “Airlift to Israel Is Reported Taking Thousands of
Jews From Ethiopia,” New York Times, 11 December
1984, p. A1.

2 Ibid.
3 William R. Doerner, “Threatened with Disaster,”

Time, 4 February 1985, p. 24.
4 Ibid., pp. 24–25.

Frontline • November/December 200114

The Falashas
Stephen Caesar



Frontline • November/December 2001 15

“How sharper than a serpent’s tooth it is to have a thankless
child” (Shakespeare, King Lear).

The old king had tried to be a good father. He had given
his daughters everything, and asked only their love.

Now the time had come to retire and leave everything to
them. He hoped to retain only his dignity and his faithful
servants. Everything else he put into their hands, includ-
ing his own care. But his ungrateful daughters could think
only of themselves. The old man was a millstone around
their necks, reminding them of their duty and hampering
their freedom. So they dismissed his servants, robbing
him of his kingly status, his dignity, and his independ-
ence. Denying in deed the love they had professed in
word, they broke the old man’s heart, causing him to cry
out in anguish, “Turn all her mother’s pains and benefits
/ To laughter and contempt, that she may feel / How
sharper than a serpent’s tooth it is / To have a thankless
child” (Act I, Scene 4).

Such is the dramatic picture Shakespeare paints of filial
ingratitude in his great tragedy King Lear. The picture is so
poignant that one wonders whether Shakespeare had him-
self felt the sting of the serpent’s tooth. If not, he certainly
must have encountered a Lear or two among his acquain-
tances, for the sin of ingratitude is ageless and universal.

Sadly, Lear’s experience is not confined to kings or
pagans. Mark how many children of Christian parents
respond with indifference or rebellion to their parents’
sacrificial love. Similarly, the heart of God must often
grieve over the way we, His children, respond to His gifts.

Human nature devises all kinds of substitutes for grat-
itude.

It’s my right.

In a culture where demanding one’s “rights” is contin-
ually and strongly advocated in all forms of the media,

taught in public education, trumpeted in the popular
music and literature, and even preached from many pul-
pits, is it any wonder that our children see every advan-
tage they receive not as a privilege but as their due? 

As Americans, we have taken for granted our forefa-
thers’ gift of freedom to the extent that we are in danger
of losing it. Often we Christians take for granted God’s
gift of salvation, forgetting that we deserve only His
wrath. Do our children take for granted their Christian
heritage, godly parents, Christian education, Bible-teach-
ing churches, even God’s love?

Thanks, but is that all? 

Picture the small child on Christmas morning, the floor
under the Christmas tree laden with toys and other gifts,
looking up at his parents and demanding, “Is that all?”
We have too many “things.” Ads tell us to buy certain
products and receive a lot of “stuff.” Our children want
everything they see advertised or everything their friends
have, because from the cradle to teen years they have
been bombarded with worthless “stuff.” Instead of being
grateful for what they have, they quickly learn to expect
more and are dissatisfied if they don’t get it.

God harshly judged the Israelites on their wilderness
journey when they fell prey to this sinful attitude. In spite
of God’s faithful daily provision of manna, they were not
satisfied. They lusted after flesh to eat: “But now our soul
is dried away: there is nothing at all, beside this manna,
before our eyes” (Num. 11:6). God answered their com-
plaint, inundating them with fresh quail meat, but “while
the flesh was yet between their teeth . . . the wrath of the
LORD was kindled against the people, and the LORD smote
the people with a very great plague” (Num. 11:33). As the
Psalmist put it, “They soon forgat his works; they waited
not for his counsel: But lusted exceedingly in the wilder-
ness, and tempted God in the desert. And he gave them

Betty C. Mitchell
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their request; but sent leanness into their soul” (Ps.
106:13–15). Do we also murmur and complain when God
withholds something we think we should have, forgetting
the showers of His blessings we have already received?

What do they want from me?

On the other hand, there are those who cannot receive
anything gracefully. To them, it is easier to give than to
receive, not because they have a giving spirit, but because
they don’t want to be indebted to the giver. I know a
young man who has a real problem in this area. Generosity
on the part of others, especially his parents, creates in him
a sense of burdensome indebtedness rather than gratitude.
Consequently, the more lavish the gift, the more burdened
he becomes, responding with suspicious cynicism rather
than with gratitude. For people with this problem, the only
way out of their dilemma is to out-give the
giver. This attitude is nothing more than
another form of pride. Samuel Johnson
(1709–84), English author and lexicogra-
pher, wrote, “There are minds so impatient
of inferiority that their gratitude is a species
of revenge, and they return benefits, not
because recompense is a pleasure, but
because obligation is a pain.” 

From the beginning, God’s gift of cre-
ation was received by sinful mankind with
unbelief rather than with gratitude,
“because that, when they knew God, they
glorified him not as God, neither were
thankful; but became vain in their imagi-
nations, and their foolish heart was dark-
ened” (Rom. 1:21). They knew that recog-
nition of God as the Giver of these gifts
came with an obligation to serve Him, and
they wanted to serve only themselves. The
same attitude causes many today to refuse
salvation as a free gift. People devise all
kinds of substitutes in an attempt to earn
their way to heaven, not realizing that the
price has already been paid. Recognizing
that every good and perfect gift comes
from God should cause us to realize that
these benefits do come with an obliga-
tion—not an obligation of repayment—but
simply one of thankfulness. Psalm 100 tells
us to “enter into his gates with thanksgiv-
ing.” George Herbert prayed, “Thou hast
given so much to me. . . . Give one thing
more—a grateful heart.”

How can we teach our children to have a
grateful heart? We must first set the example. Do
they hear us giving a perfunctory “Bless this
food” in a hurried monotone before each meal,
or do they experience a time of true gratitude to
God for His many blessings? Do they see us
amassing every new gadget that comes on the
market, overspending on Christmas gifts, going
into debt to buy expensive clothes, cars, or hous-
es? How can we teach them to deny themselves

if we never do, or if we give them everything they want even
before they want it? Do we set the example of generosity by giv-
ing to others in need? And most important of all, do we establish
an atmosphere of gratitude at home in our daily conversation,
devotions, and interaction with each other? Do we help our chil-
dren to understand the great price that was paid for their salva-
tion and the debt of gratitude that they owe?

Paul tells the Thessalonian believers, “In every thing
give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus con-
cerning you” (1 Thess. 5:18). If we are we truly grateful for
all God has given us, we will communicate this gratitude
to our children. Then we will never feel the sting of the
“serpent’s tooth.”

Betty Mitchell is a retired teacher and freelance writer living in Greer,
South Carolina.
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On December 31, I completed my
yearly reading through the Bible.
The next day I began again for the

New Year. Dr. Harry Ironside read the
Bible through for each year of his life,
which was more than 70 times. I am not
near to a record like that, but I have read
the Bible through dozens of times at
tremendous profit.

It all began one December in the 1940s
when our Sunday school superintendent
challenged us to read the Bible through
the next year. To those who did this he
promised a new $1 bill. To a poor,
ten-year-old boy at that time in history, a
$1 bill was a mighty big item. It would
buy lots of things, such as ten double-dip
ice cream cones, 20 bottles of soft drink, or 200 pieces of
candy.

His proposal to carry out this challenge was to read
three chapters a day and five chapters on Sunday, which
allowed for a few days to spare. I took up the challenge
and diligently read every word even though I did not
understand all of them.

At the end of the year I was one of those who complet-
ed the reading and received the new $1 bill rolled up and
tied with a red ribbon. That dollar bill was the incentive.

What should my incentive to read the Bible through be
now? What should your incentive be? The Bible is not just
another book. It is God’s Book. It is God’s complete reve-
lation to man. It tells us all we know about God, heaven,
and hell. It tells us how to live here and how to prepare for
hereafter. It is God’s love letter to man with spiritual and
eternal value. Years ago when I would receive love letters
from my sweetheart I would smell them, open them, and
read them—completely, repeatedly, and with great antici-
pation. The contents were savored; my reading was con-
cluded with great satisfaction. I could hardly wait to
receive the next one. Should we not approach the reading
of the Bible in a similar fashion?

As Baptists we consider the Bible to be our only rule of
faith and practice, yet we give the daily newspaper a bet-
ter reading. If I did not read the Bible through there are
some portions of Scripture I would never read. In the
process of reading the Bible through I have learned many
interesting facts. (For example, Og, king of Bashan, need-
ed a bed six feet wide and 13 1/2 feet long. Quite a large

fellow, wouldn’t you say?) I read for the
benefit of my own soul as well as for the
benefit of others who need my help. I
have found many important verses.
They are marked and mentally record-
ed for future use. I meet them again and
again as old friends. The focus of the
overall picture of Scripture becomes
clearer and clearer the more I read.

Phrases and words I have read else-
where are recalled, and I begin to see
how Scripture fits together (for example,
Isaiah 65:17 and Revelation 21:1), how
Scripture explains Scripture, and how
prophecy is given and then fulfilled.
Repeat phrases get my attention so I
want to see what God is emphasizing. I

am often delighted with the discovery of new things I did
not see before, new insight into the character of the author,
or new applications for truth. On a recent morning, as I
walked out the door to go to work, my thoughts were
dwelling on Psalm 40:17. What an encouragement! During
my lifetime I have reaped huge dividends from the origi-
nal, small investment.

The original plan I used to read the Bible through will
work today. Reading a portion of the Old Testament in the
morning and a portion of the New Testament in the
evening is another way to do it. I have done my reading
in various translations and in a Chronological Bible. I
have read completely through the New Testament and
then completely through the Old Testament. Once I
moved a little slower and took two years to do it. 

The plan I have come to like and use is one where read-
ings are done from the Old Testament and the New
Testament every day. This schedule is available from the
BJU Press. The readings begin and end at logical thought
breaks, and the Old Testament is approximately in
chronological order. Many of the folks at our church use
this same plan, which is collectively helpful. You may, as I
did, develop your own plan, as long as the objective is
reached. And you may start at any time, even now.

Bible reading is best when it is done alone, in absolute
quiet, unhurried so you can absorb the spiritual blessings
and plunge into the spiritual depths, and morning and
evening so you can begin the day with God and end the
day with God, or at least in a block of time that is set aside
daily for that purpose. In order to grow we must make

Warren N. Stuber

Reading the
Bible

Through in
One Year



Bible reading a daily, yearly, lifelong practice.
Woodrow Wilson, 28th President of the United States,

said, “I am sorry for the men who do not read the Bible
every day; I wonder why they deprive themselves of the
strength and of the pleasure. It is one of the most singular
books in the world, for every time you open it, some old
text that you have read a score of times suddenly beams
with a new meaning. There is no other book that I know
that yields its meaning so personally, that seems to fit itself
so intimately to the very spirit that is seeking its guid-
ance.” Revelation 1:3 says: “Blessed is he that readeth.”

Read The Bible Through
I supposed I knew my Bible
Reading piece-meal, hit or miss.
Now a bit of John or Matthew,
Now a snatch of Genesis,
Certain Psalms . . . the 

twenty-third,
Twelfth of Romans, first of 

Proverbs,
Yes, I thought I knew the Word.
But I found a thorough reading 
Was a different thing to do, 
And the way was unfamiliar 
When I read the Bible through.
You who treat the Crown of 

Writings 

As you treat no other book
Just a paragraph disjointed, 
Just a crude, impatient look
Try a worthier procedure, 
Try a broad and steady view; 
You will kneel in very rapture 
When you read the Bible through .

—Amos R. Wells

Warren N. Stuber serves as a deacon, Sunday school teacher, and pres-
ident of the Seasoned Saints at Faith Baptist Church in Greenville, South
Carolina.
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Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves

Traveling?
Vacationing?

Moving?
Where will you attend church?

Check the internet!

http://www.findchurch.com
Find Church is a national listing of churches.

Find a church by:
I-Highway, and/or State, and/or City, and/or Pastor.

Included are times of services, directions to the church,
and other information.

Find Church is the traveler’s church finder.

Find Church also hosts church & school web-pages.

Write:
Find Church,

P.O. Box 75, Watertown, WI 53094
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On the Home Front
FBF NEWS AND EVENTS

Bob Whitmore, Managing Editor

Frontline Sunday Time
Pastors! Many of you have indi-

cated a desire to help by having a
Frontline Sunday in your church.
Now is the time to schedule it. Just
contact our office, and we’ll mail
you all the necessary materials and
instructions. E-mail us at
info@fbfi.org or call 1-800-376-6856.

FBFI and Frontline
E-mail Address
Changes Again

Please note that the e-mail
address for Frontline and the FBFI
has been changed to info@fbfi.org.

Membership Dues
Reminder

It’s not too early to pay your FBFI
membership dues. Your membership
will be extended for another year
along with your Frontline
subscription, and you will be listed
in the new FBFI Directory to be
released in June.

2002 Meetings
January 28–29
Colorado Region
Faith Baptist Church
833 15th Avenue
Longmont, CO 80501
(303) 776-5655

March 4–5
Mid-Atlantic Region
Upper Cross Roads Baptist Church
2717 Greene Road
Baldwin, MD 21013
(410) 557-6963

April 8–10
Southeast Region
South Charlotte Baptist Church
12416 Lancaster Hwy.
Pineville, NC 26134
(704) 542-5536

June 11–13
National Meeting
Bethel Baptist Church
200 N. Roselle Road
Schaumburg, IL 60194
(847) 885-3230

July 30–August 6
Alaska Region 
Hamilton Acres Baptist Church
138 Farewell Avenue
Fairbanks, AK 99701
(907) 456-5995

October 28–November 1
Caribbean Region
Calvary Baptist Tabernacle
P. O. Box 3390
Carolina, PR 00984
(787) 750-2227

October 29
Mid-America Region
Pillsbury Baptist Bible College
315 S. Grove Avenue
Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-2710

November 19–20
Southwest Region
Fundamental Baptist Church
1111 N. Ash St.
Escondido, CA 92027
(760) 743-1600

19

International Baptist Missions
Dr. Dave Sproul, General DirectorDr. Michael D. Sproul, President

A Board for the New Millennium

Family 
Oriented

Balanced 
Beliefs

Baptist 
Convictions

Local Church
Structured

2150 E. Southern Avenue
Tempe, AZ 85282

(480) 967-8783/(480) 838-5430
email: generaldir@aol.com

The Krause Family
Italy

The Carlisle Family
Spain



Further information is 
available by calling or writing:

BAPTIST COLLEGE OF MINISTRY 
& THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
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God’s plan for this age is to use His

church to take the message of salvation

to a lost and dying world.The purpose of
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dedicated men and women to serve the Lord

Jesus Christ faithfully and effectively in the 

local church.Although there are many 

colleges that provide an excellent education 

for various avenues of ministry and a broad

range of professional careers ...

AT BAPTIST COLLEGE OF MINISTRY,

OUR FOCUS IS
LOCAL CHURCH

MINISTRY.

If your desire is to serve 

God wholeheartedly and

to live a life separated unto

Him, Baptist College of

Ministry may be the place

where God would have you

receive your training.



Let a Commentary Be Your
Guide
Gabriel Harris’s streetfront shop was a popular,

heavily trafficked Gloucester bookstore in 1735.
But in the summer of that same year the small room
above its first floor also became a seminary for just one.
There, beginning with first light around 5 a.m., a 20-
year-old Pembroke College, Oxford, student knelt for
the first of his many hours every day with an open
English Bible and its companion two-volume Greek
New Testament. “I began to read the Holy Scriptures
upon my knees,” he wrote in his diary, “laying aside all
other books, and praying over, if possible, every line
and word. This proved meat indeed, and drink indeed
to my soul.”

The student’s name was George Whitefield. Within
two years his preaching would startle the nation. But in
May 1735, Whitefield was newly converted, sick, and
penniless. It was Gabriel Harris who kindly took him in
and provided the quiet retreat above his shop. And it
was Harris who provided the eager young believer with
his first real Bible teacher, Matthew Henry.

Henry had, of course, been dead for more than 20
years, but his Commentary could be had for £7. This
was an immense sum, however, roughly equivalent to
four months’ wages for a common laborer. So the gen-
erous Harris provided Whitefield with the set upon the
understanding that he would pay for it as he was able.
Now the young Christian had a seasoned pastor-
preacher to guide his studies. His diary reveals his use
of Henry every morning from five until six, sometimes
again later in the morning or afternoon, and almost
always for an hour or two in the evening. “For many

months have I been almost
always upon my knees, to
study and pray over these
books,” he wrote.

George Whitefield, though
young, had made a mature dis-
covery—the value of a great
commentator for a teacher.  Last issue’s column began
to answer the question of what attributes characterize
such a great commentator. This issue’s column will
continue and conclude that discussion. 

Contextual Analysis
If you were to ask the average congregation which

chapter of the New Testament gives the most help on
the relationship between wives and husbands, chances
are that a fair number of them would get it right. But if
you asked them, further, why that chapter is the fifth of
that book, coming near its conclusion rather than its
beginning, or why that fifth chapter is in Ephesians
rather than, say, one of the Gospels, it’s safe to say that
few if any would know. Some commentators appear to
betray the same ignorance, or perhaps intentional dis-
regard, of contextual issues. 

Contextual analysis is one of the issues least discussed
by commentators. Few are really good at it. Many seem
almost to ignore it altogether. But superior commen-
taries don’t merely comment verse by verse. They com-
ment, first of all, section by section. They furthermore
explain each section in relation to the particular book’s
distinctive message. There are two great benefits of this
approach. 

The first is logical continuity. The second, and even
more important, is theological consistency. Analyzing
section by section before doing so verse by verse (or
word by word) forces the commentator to connect his
dots in logical lines. Relating sections to the book’s dis-
tinctive message tends to keep those logical lines con-
fined within the Biblical author’s own theological grid.

To give an example, take the chapter of qualifications

INSPIRATION FOR THE PASTOR’S STUDY

HOLD FAST THE FORM OF SOUND WORDS—2 TIMOTHY 1:13

1

First Partaker
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“The husbandman
that laboreth must
be first partaker 

of the fruits” 
(2 Tim. 2:6)
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for elders and deacons in 1 Timothy 3.  It is grammati-
cally independent of both the chapter preceding it as
well as the one following. Theoretically, therefore, it
could have been positioned at nearly any place within
the book. Yet it nevertheless has a context within both
the book and the section of the New Testament we call
the “pastorals.” A superior commentary will explore
those issues in an introductory fashion before it begins
its word-by-word analysis of the qualifications, even
though the chapter stands alone grammatically. 

As a general rule, today’s newer commentators pay far
more attention to this aspect of interpretation than the
older ones did. In fact, the welcome trend is to precede
verse-by-verse comments (typically called “exegesis” or
“exposition”) with major sections of contextual discus-
sion which are helpfully labeled “structural analysis” or
“form and structure.” 

For instance, Patrick Fairbairn’s standard work of
1874 introduces the chapter in just one paragraph. The
older ICC commentary on the Pastoral Epistles (1924)
by Walter Lock does so in two. By contrast, I. Howard
Marshall’s new addition (1999) to that same ICC series

begins the chapter with two full pages of introduction.
Two other highly respected but older commentators,

William Hendriksen (1957) and Homer Kent (1958)
give only one paragraph each to introducing the chap-
ter. But William Mounce’s recent contribution (2000)
to the Word Biblical Commentary begins this same chap-
ter with 15 pages (!) of introduction, including an
extremely helpful two-and-a-half-page table in four
columns comparing and contrasting the qualifications
for an elder in 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1 with those of a
deacon in 1 Timothy 3 and then, in the fourth column,
the descriptions of false teachers found throughout the
pastorals. 

This is not to make the point that the older works are
less valuable. Their strength, however, typically lies in
other areas, particularly unquestioned orthodoxy and
spiritual sensitivity. But it is to say that we have long
needed commentaries that introduce Scripture contex-
tually section by section, and that it would be a great
benefit to have on our shelves not only several exegeti-
cally detailed commentaries on every book of the Bible,
but also at least one which is given over almost entirely
to section-by-section analysis. 

Herman Hoyt’s little work on Romans, The First
Christian Theology, is an example of what I have in mind
here. So is Robert Gromacki’s Called to be Saints (on 1
Corinthians). Homer Kent’s small paperbacks on John,

Acts, 2 Corinthians, Colossians, Galatians, and James
are also very helpful in this regard. 

In the case of Old Testament books I like the IVP
Tyndale Old Testament Commentary series under the gen-
eral editorship of D. J. Wiseman. The volumes in that
series by Derek Kidner are particularly valuable. Or take
a look at the BMH series entitled Everyman’s Bible
Commentary, which has some outstanding surveys of
both Old and New Testament books. A similar series is
IVP’s The Bible Speaks Today. 

Historical Analysis
This aspect of commenting requires careful considera-

tion of everything within Biblical texts that is dated.
This includes places, people, times, and circumstances
that are chronologically specific and can therefore be
located and analyzed within history.

The old threat to doing this accurately was the alle-
gorical commentator. The new threat is the highly
applicational commentator. The first distorted the his-
torical elements. The second deliberately dismisses
them. In both cases the justification is “relevance.”

Without question, a dry-as-dust recital of bare histor-
ical data falls far short of opening up a text for doctrine,
reproof, correction, and instruction in righteousness.
But a cavalier spirit toward the actual, historical facts is
creeping into the writing, preaching, and teaching of
many evangelicals. For instance, one well-known
homiletician writes of Christians once they leave the
church building, 

On the outside, people lose jobs, worry about their
children, and find crabgrass invading their lawns.
Seldom do normal people lose sleep over the
Jebusites, the Canaanites, or the Perizzites, or even
about what Abraham, Moses, or Paul has said or
done. They lie awake wondering about grocery
prices, crop failures, quarrels with a girlfriend, diag-
nosis of a malignancy. . . . If the sermon does not
make sense in that world, they wonder if it makes
any difference at all.

While agreeing with the conclusion, I feel a degree of
alarm at the argument by which this author arrives
there. The fact is, the Bible is first of all a book about
God, not us. It is the true account of His sovereign
superintendence of men and events within the actual
history of the earth that is His story. For this reason
alone the names of the nations and the words and activ-
ities of the individuals upon whom He has acted are sig-
nificant, whether we feel that they touch any of our felt
needs or not, or in fact, even if they never do. The his-
torical facts are relevant, if for no other reason than that
they are about Him. Our place, therefore, is not to turn
away our heads but to take off our shoes. 

But in addition, whatever contemporary relevance
there is to a passage, it is inextricably bound up in the
accurate definition of the historical details. The selec-
tion and arrangement of these is one means by which

A cavalier spirit toward the actual,
historical facts is creeping into the
writing, preaching, and teaching of
many evangelicals.
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the Biblical writers communicated their message.
Nothing is irrelevant. All is instructional. But this pur-
pose will be left unachieved if the historical facts are
quickly discarded rather than reverently considered. 

For more than 20 years I’ve taught Bible to college
students fresh out of America’s finest Christian high
schools. I’m tempted at this point to gloss over the true
state of their Bible knowledge lest I offend, but the fact
is, few of them know the names of more than half a
dozen or so Hebrew kings or fellow laborers with the
apostle Paul. They are clueless as to Biblical dates.
They know next to nothing of the cycle of the
Hebrews’ sacred feasts.

They can name but one or two of the major sacri-
fices. They cannot tell whether Acts recounts three or
four or six or eight Pauline missionary journeys.
Onesiphorus is the same to them as Epaphroditus.
Caiaphas may have been one of Paul’s first converts,
Luke one of the apostles.

As a result, these young people simply do not have
the Biblical facts to serve as an inerrant grid through
which to sieve their thinking. They cannot think in
Biblical terms because they do not know the Bible.

Much of the blame for this falls at our feet for think-
ing we know better than God. We know what is rele-
vant. We know what will help. We know what parts of
His word to discard for the sake of making a point. This
is folly, and something far, far more.

Therefore, let our commentators tell us the historical
facts. I want a commentary that tells them to me in
details, not generalities. Generalities are nearly worth-
less. The best timeless applications spring from details.
That’s one reason God fills His Word with them. That’s
why, to use one illustration, Goliath’s specific measure-
ments are not irrelevant. The really comforting appli-
cations for people facing impossible odds come not
from hearing that Goliath was big but that he was nine-
and-a-half feet big! The height of the average house-
hold ceiling is only eight feet. His coat was not just
heavy, it weighed over 125 pounds. Young David him-
self would have weighed little more. Goliath’s spear
head weighed in at about 15 pounds; David’s stones,
eight ounces or so at most. These are facts to memorize
and carry about in one’s head for retrieval in a critical
moment. They’re useful for slinging at fears before soul-
winning visitation or for calming the nerves before
major pastoral confrontations. 

Grammatical Analysis
This is the commenting that answers our questions as

to what the text actually says. For instance, does what
God breathed out actually say, “thou wilt not leave my
soul in hell?” (Ps. 16:10; Acts 2:27). If it does, then
exegetical honesty compels me to grapple with the
almost unthinkable theological implications of the
Messiah’s going to hell, but before I commit myself to
trying to defend that position to my people, I want to
know if the Hebrew text of Psalm 16 actually says this.

Here, then, is a sample of the kind of commentating I
find valuable.

He does not say “leave in” but “to”, i.e. abandon to,
give up to the dominion or possession of another.
The same Hebrew phrase occurs, with the same
sense, in Lev. xix.10, Job xxxix. 14, and in Ps. xlix.
11 (10) below.—“Hell” is here to be taken in its
wide old English sense, as corresponding to the
Hebrew “Sheol” and the Greek “Hades,” the invis-
ible world or state of the dead (Joseph Addison
Alexander). 

I like the way he distinguishes things from one anoth-
er. I like his resort to the original Hebrew and Greek
terms. I especially like the cross-references. This is an
example of a commentator’s helpfully clarifying the
meaning of words.

But in the New Testament, especially, getting an
answer as to what the text actually says requires a com-
mentator who discusses the inspired connections
between those words. That is, he discusses syntax, or
grammar if you will. Please don’t be offended at what

I’m about to say, but it must be pressed upon those of us
who handle the sacred text. No one can be completely
accurate in his interpretation if he does not inform himself
on the grammatical issues in the text. 

It’s hard enough to be accurate, even after the most
painstaking grammatical analysis. In many things we
offend all. But the preacher who takes no trouble what-
soever on this point is unwittingly inaccurate. At the
very least, he perpetuates generalities that obscure the
precision with which the text speaks. At the very worst
he does the kind of thing a student once did with that
great text of Hebrews 2:3, “How shall we escape if we
neglect so great salvation.” His homiletics professor
asked, “How did you treat that text?”

The student replied, “I took the two obvious points.
First, the greatness of our salvation. Second, a little
advice on how to escape if we neglect it.” 

What I find myself needing in a commentator is the
careful analysis of all the grammatical possibilities. For
instance, when our Lord commanded “Abide in me and
I in you” (John 15:4), what is the connection between
the two clauses? There is only one verb, abide, for both
of them, but it seems nonsensical to us for the Lord to
command, “abide . . . I in you.” A good commentator,
such as D. A. Carson, will discuss the three grammati-
cal possibilities too involved to repeat here.

Whatever contemporary relevance
there is to a passage, it is inextrica-
bly bound up in the accurate defini-
tion of the historical details. Nothing
is irrelevant. All is instructional.
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Some of my favorite New Testament commentators
who have given us this kind of analysis on more than
one book are R. C. H. Lenski (whose Lutheran bias
shines but whose grammatical discussions are often
unexcelled), William Hendriksen, John Eadie
(Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and
Thessalonians), B. F. Westcott (John, Hebrews, and
the Johannine epistles; G. Campbell Morgan said he
would rather have Westcott’s work on John than a
whole shelf full of devotional works on the same
book), Frederic Louis Godet (Luke, Romans, and
the Corinthians), Charles Hodge (Romans,
Corinthians, Ephesians), John Brown of Edinburgh
(Discourses and Sayings of our Lord, John 17,
Romans, Galatians, Hebrews, 1 Peter; of Brown
Spurgeon said, “Everything he has left us is massive
gold.”), and, more recently, D. Edmond Hiebert
(Mark, Thessalonians, James, the Petrine epistles,
and Jude).

Furthermore, in addition to the word-by-word exege-
sis, the best commentators continue by relating individ-
ual phrases and words back to their sections’ primary
themes. Commentators who fail to do this may hand us
the fruit of a cluster but not a cluster of fruit. There’s an
immense difference.

For instance, compare the opening sentences of these
three commentaries on 1 Peter 3:5 and then 3:6—“For
after this manner in the old time the holy women also”
(vs. 5) . . . “Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him
lord” (vs. 6).

v. 5 The words signify the women who pre-emi-
nently represented the holiness of Israel’s calling,
i.e. its “saints,” cf. Matt. xxvii. 52. . . 

v. 6 The mother par excellence of the Hebrew
race as a chosen people, cf. Is. li.2, which is perhaps
our author’s immediate source. The occasion allud-
ed to here is that described in Gen. xviii. 1–15,
when Abraham told her that they were to have a

child despite her age (Edward Gordon Selwyn).

v. 5 The appeal for proper adornment is undergird-
ed by the example of godly women in the past. . .  v.
6 From among those holy women Peter singled out
one example (D.  Edmond Hiebert).

v. 5 The second motive presented by the apostle to
Christian wives to stimulate and encourage them
in the performance of their conjugal duties is, that
in doing so they would follow the example of holy
women in former ages. . .  v. 6 Sarah is particular-
ly noticed as having obeyed Abraham, and as hav-
ing shown her respect for him by calling him lord
(John Brown).

In this example, Selwyn’s opening statements offer no
explanation of the connections between either verses 5
and 6, or the unit of verses 5–6 and the verses preced-
ing them. Hiebert’s first lines, however, succinctly
explain both. Brown does so as well, and perhaps even
better, by enumerating (second motive) the relation-
ship of these verses to the entire thrust of the passage
(wives performing their conjugal duties) rather than to
only the preceding two verses (as Hiebert does). 

This kind of help requires more pages from the com-
mentator and thus more expense of the purchaser. Brown’s
commentary, for instance, fills three volumes averaging
some 450 pages apiece. But just as carpenters have a bet-
ter chance of doing top quality work if they own the best
tools, so preachers put themselves in a better position to
clearly explain God’s Word when they put out the money
to purchase and the time to read the best books.

To Conclude
What is it, then, that we are looking for in a commen-

tary? We need a commentary that answers our questions
about the text. We want it to answer those questions lit-
erally, contextually, historically, and grammatically. And
if, in addition, it goes the extra mile and tells us what the
text means (applicationally) by what it says, that volume
would be one in a hundred and, as Spurgeon once said of
some books, “worth selling your coat to buy.” 

One other mark of a great commentator is his thorough
acquaintance with others who have written before him. J.
C. Ryle, for instance, gave 12 years to his Expository
Thoughts on John. They included, as he himself writes, “a
patient study of about seventy Commentators, both
ancient and modern, of almost every Church and theolog-
ical school in Christendom.” It shows. And as I’ve men-
tioned Ryle, let me conclude with his wise observation.

The conclusion I arrive at, after a diligent examina-
tion of many Commentators, is always one and the
same. I trust none of them unreservedly, and I
expect nowhere to find perfection. All must be read
with caution. They are good helps, but they are not
infallible. They are useful assistants, but they are not
the pillar of cloud and fire. . . . Use commentaries;
but be a slave to none. Call no man master.

Dr. Mark Minnick is the pastor of Mount Calvary Baptist
Church in Greenville, South Carolina, where he has served
on the pastoral staff since 1980. He speaks frequently in
churches and at conferences across the nation and minis-
ters regularly on mission fields around the world.

No one can be completely accurate in
his interpretation if he does not
inform himself on the grammatical
issues in the text. . . . At the very
least, he perpetuates generalities
that obscure the precision with
which the text speaks.
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Bring . . . the Books Five English Reformers
by J.C. Ryle

Motivated by the conviction that the blood of the
martyrs is the seed of the church, Bishop J. C. Ryle

set pen to paper to recount the martyrdom of five great
English Protestant reformers. His work was first pub-
lished in 1890 under the title Light from Old Times.
Retitled Five English Reformers, the latest of several
reprints was done by Banner of Truth in 1999.

In Ryle’s day a movement was afoot in the Church of
England to re-assimilate much of what the Roman
Catholic Church practiced. There was a growing
acceptance of those things for which the Reformers died
for resisting three centuries earlier. Under the reign of
Bloody Mary, 288 men, women, and even children were
executed by fire. Ryle does not want us to forget why.

It is fashionable in some quarters to deny that
there is any such thing as certainty about religious
truth, or any opinions for which it is worthwhile
to be burned. Yet, 300 years ago, there were men
who were certain they had found out truth, and
were content to die for their opinions. . . . Last
but not least, it is thought very bad taste in many
quarters to say anything which throws discredit
on the Church of Rome. Yet it is as certain that
the Romish Church burned our English
Reformers as it is that William the Conqueror
won the Battle of Hastings. . . . It is a broad fact
that these 288 sufferers were not put to death for
any offence against property or person. They were
not rebels against the Queen’s authority, caught
red-handed in arms. They were not thieves, or
murderers, or drunkards, or unbelievers, or men
and women of immoral lives. On the contrary,
they were, with barely an exception, some of the
holiest, purest, and best Christians in England,
and several of them the most learned men of their
day. . . . The principal reason why they were
burned was because they refused one of the pecu-
liar doctrines of the Romish Church. On that
doctrine, in almost every case, hinged their life or
death. . . . The doctrine in question was the real
presence of the body and blood of Christ in the
consecrated elements of bread and wine in the
Lord’s Supper. . . . If they did not believe and
admit this, they were burned (5–8, 23).

After concisely outlining the theological ramifica-
tions of this doctrine that “strikes at the very root of the
Gospel” (26–27), Ryle recounts the stories of five
Reformers martyred under Mary’s reign. John Hooper,
Bishop of Gloucester, was appointed to his parish dur-
ing the reign of Edward VI and had a sterling reputation
for personal holiness, pastoral care, and diligent preach-
ing. On the morning of February 9, 1555, more than

7000 people gathered to wit-
ness his death. As he knelt to
pray, authorities placed a box
before him containing a full
pardon from the queen if he
would but recant. His answer
was, “Away with it; if you love
my soul, away with it!” He
went boldly and joyfully to his death. 

Rowland Taylor, rector of Hadleigh in Suffolk, had
articulated a strong argument against papist doctrine.
On the day of his burning he said to his grieving parish-
ioners who had come to the execution, “I have preached
to you God’s Word and truth, and am come this day to
seal it with my own blood.” 

The well-known Protestant preachers Hugh
Latimer and Nicholas Ridley stood for truth together,
were imprisoned together, and were martyred togeth-
er bound to the same stake. Chained with Ridley,
Latimer cried out, “Be of good comfort, Master
Ridley, and play the man; we shall this day, by God’s
grace, light such a candle in England as I trust shall
never be put out.”

After faithful service at Cambridge, John Bradford was
ordained to the ministry by Nicholas Ridley in 1550 and
was soon appointed by Edward VI as one of six royal
chaplains. His popularity and reputation for holiness
made him an object of intense interest during his impris-
onment. Many attempts were made to turn him from his
beliefs and pervert him back to Rome. All efforts failed,
and on January 31, 1555, he was burned at the stake at
Smithfield.

One cannot help being deeply moved upon reading
the account of the last words of these worthy men and
the faith they exhibited in their suffering. Their courage
and willingness to stand for truth in their day and
against Rome is sorely needed in our day as some mod-
ern evangelical leaders attempt to undo the very thing
for which these men died. One wonders what these mar-
tyrs would say about the document known as
“Evangelicals and Catholics Together.” Ryle’s words to
the Church of England in his day are worth repeating to
evangelical leaders in our day.

Take away the Gospel from a Church and that
Church is not worth preserving. . . . [T]here is noth-
ing so useless as a Church without the Gospel. And
this is the very question that stares us in the face. . . .
Without it . . . Ichabod will soon be written on our
walls. The ark of God will not be with us. Surely
something ought to be done (32).

“. . . when
thou comest,

bring with thee
. . . the books”
(2 Tim. 4:13)
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